Number the lines in the poem 1-11. Circle any alliteration and underline any similes. Analyze Langston Hughes’ A Dream Deferred, line by line. Have one person in your group be the scribe!

Here are some questions to help you analyze the poem line by line:

1.) What happens when things dry up? 

2.) What do raisins look like in the sun?

3.) What does the word “fester” mean? What do you think of/visualize when reading line 4?

4.) There are a lot of meanings to the word “run.” (running to escape, running of water) What does “run” mean to you in line 5.

5.) Why does meat end up rotting? What does it mean to compare a deferred dream to rotting meat? What do you think about when you see the word “stink”?

6.) Describe the contrast between line 6 and line 8: Rotten meat and syrupy sweet? What is he saying about a postponed dream?

7.) What do you think of when you see the word “sags” and “heavy load”? 

8.) What do you think of when you see the word “explode”? What types of things explode? Does it seem like a positive or negative thing for a postponed dream to explode? What does Hughes mean in line 11?
9.) Finally, based on what you’ve answered, what do you think Hughes is saying about a dream deferred? What do you think his dream was? (At least a full paragraph)
If you are having trouble analyzing the poem, keep asking yourself “what happens to a dream deferred?” before you read each line. Remember, each line is referring to “the dream deferred” or the dream put on hold.
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